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MEETINt^ 



AT THE 

, / ■ ■ - 

CEOWIT AND ANCHOR TAVEKN, 

MAYh 1809^ . 



THE diy rdim of tiw idondi ^ c orf iiptfc m» aiidtlied«M<^th6d«^offe« 
fofm/ eon^^te an era in tKe biMoiy oflbe country, which identmea the 
Patriots of 1809 with thote nbofle energies |iirodiieed the glorious Revdlntion 
of 1688.— The firm basM of Ubeitj and pohticalfreedomlilf partially yielded 
to the dilaittdations of time-r^but the &bnc itself being sound, and the founda- 
tiim unshaken, it requires^ in oirder tabe renovated* only those exertions, of 
which the proceedings we art aboat to record, furliish tlie lirst example. 

In consequence (if the Miamnat advertisement* the Friends of Parliamentaty 

Reform were confined at die CiMa and Anchor Tavetn. 

* "» ' ^ 

THE Frioidt of Midi a Refbrm as weaM secate to the 9M«a tke'mlity 
and eiesof aRcpicsentalioBlnPailiamaBt* wUI dine togetberi at the Crown 
and Aadior Tavei% Stiaod, London* on Mondajr* the lit Day df lfaj» SM.— 
Dinner on Table at Five o'Clock predtel r. 

' Sir FRANCIS BU&DSTT, Bart M^P. iiyte Chair* 

STBWARBS. WT 

Jji^Um md FWMiif G. L« Wardle* Eiq^ MiJP. 

QmkriigtMn Ebeneser HoUiefc, £s^ 

CttrmpvemMkim • . W^ A. Madoefc% Biq^ l<JP« "f 

Cwamttami John Loih* Bm^ ,*, 

EiMutgh..*.^ Wai. InhwtoB, BiJr ^^'■ 

Right Roa. I^rd sSkila 

B^Mr«---« Idoalafa Baia^yne* J&f* 

Thomas Holt White^ Bm« . . 

QhuGiMignhims • Sir B. W. Gaiie* Bart. 

C.tt.Tracey^ Bsq. ICF* • 
W. fi. TaSe, Esq. 4 

MertforMif. ^ > > HoB> Thiwai Brand, IL F> 

JETaalinigiMUiUri.... •••... Jaha RaaHBOBd, £tq« 

^:? Rrchardleynoldt, £54. 

jrMf..^.V Sir Wai.<3car3r, Bart. 

Thottat L. Hoi^, fil^ 1 

nonas Ryder, Bs). • 

(Omtprhurji). .•..••••••..,.. J^tttph Royle, , Em. 

iMHtuMn. • . ;. Fetar Cromptod, fiiA* 

CJU«ef:piwr >••......• ^ .••... Coionti wnnhflM 

XfocofatMfv . . * . • Geofge LangtoBy Bs|^ 

. YB«tfonJ .: .9 •••...... •.^.. 4 • SaBMid Baraardy Baq. 

William CbapinaB, Elf. 
Chalke Shaath) Esq. 

4&«hiba...wu.t.. ,..<M. Woedy Esq. Aldenaan 

. . S. Gaodhaheie, Esq. I>cMr; 

. Sir William' Rawlins, Kal. 
$• Mlllery Esq. C. C. 
R* Watthfliaa. Bifi QX* 
••At 
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Middlesex • • • • • Geo, Byng, Esq. M. P- 

. George Hale, Eiq. 

' i; ' T. Halnieg, Ejq. 

V fidwaffd LaiMfoy, Eiq- 

Samuel Potter, Esq, 
John Slater, Esq. 
lYm, TufibeU, £sq« 

CMary-k'Bone) The I Jon. Henry Butler 

,..,.- Ws B. hughes, £b%. * . 
C.Woodtf, Siq^ 

' aVonric/i Win. Smith, Esq. M. P. ' ' 

Nottingham • • • John Fdlowes, Esq. 

Southampton J. C. Worthington, JBC^. 

Staffordshire ••...•.. John Pearson^ Esq. 

Suffolk Capel Lo|n,£sq. 

Sir Wm. Middled, Bart^ 
(Bury St, Edmonds) ....... . ; .^omas Oarkson, "Esq. 

Hurreif J. Evans, Esq. 

H. Hare Townsend, Eiq. 

^o%th«ark . . . « . ^ Samuel Favell, Esq. 

^Vcstmnster ....;... ^^^ Rt. Uffi. Lord Cochrane,' M. 1^ 

Wni. Adams, Esq. ^ 

F. Glossop, Esq. 
. ..;: . Geo. Poller, Esq. 

, Thomas Smith, Esq. 

Thomiis Wishart, Esq. ' 
Yorfcshitt . • .'. 4 • .'. . . J . .. . . . 4 .*^m. Bioiville, Esq. 

Wm. jr« Denison, Esq.) 
Walftr Fawkes, Esq. 
John Payne, Esq. . .. ' 

r John Ci&rtwrighf, Esq. "^(Sifftrman. 

n* frrjw rv^nwnrtivrvK* J SamnelJBrooks, Ksq. Tfta$urer» 
Of THE COMMITTEE, ..<yj--^^^^^^ ,,Jq ^ 

'-■■ ■ / .Wm. Stufchi^Esq. 

- TMcetf, 12f.6d. each, to be had ftt tbe BaV of the 'f^avem, and of the Trea- 
surer, 110, JJtraud. 

The Treasarei' iA receiTe Coiitf)butions for glvihg the proceedings in this 
Cause an extensive pHblicatioo. - ' 

•'v* • • J. W. BROOKS," Sec. pro, tern. 

.' • • . 

The circuhisttince of the chair Being to be filled by Sir F. Burdett, the ex- 
pected njtteiidance -M Lord CocbriUie> Mr. Wardle,.^d other }>ojjular cha- 
racters, among wbora werflKHiauy/who officiated as Stewards upon the occasion, 
excited such uuconimoninterlstj that, before three o'clock, five t^uineas were 
oliered for tkkets of adinission.-^lSOO tickets were iisued^ and as every one 
wiiihed to obtain a feat in the great. room, which could only contain about 
two-thirds, tie pressure, wbeu thedodrs were opened, was beyond description. 
Not ou]y was every seat inMiediately occupies], bdt all the avenues between the 
tables were tilled up — so that it was for soine-tune Imposaibie even fur the at- 
tendants to pass and repass. The grent doors were tlien Wttti ditticulty closed, 
iUid numbers were of course excluded* The gallery was tilled witli ladies, who 
were adniilted to view the ceremony of the meeting. 

At live o'clock, Sir Francis Bp,rdetf^. the Chftlrman, was announced, and after 
A passage had been made for him he proceeded to the upper end of tiie rooiu. 
followed by Lord Gechraue, Mr.'. WaitlJe,. and Mr. Madocks. Fioio the mo- 
lueut tliey entered till they were seated, the plaudits were incessant. The 
company then sat down to an excellent dinner. 

After the cloth was removed. Sir Fnuicis Durdett requested ti}e company to 
sit us close aS4)ossible, and he ordered the great doors Ijp be again thrown 
open, in order timt t^e whole codipan)^ might witness the proceedings. — Order 
being obtained, . ' . ' . 

Sir F. BcRbKtTi' standing ujgoathe table, said, " I will giveycu for the 
/irjft toiist, the person moBl intcrebted in the promotion of the measure we have 




-*—*—.'* He wai prevented from proceeding, and along interval elapsed be- 
fore nlence could be procurtd'-be then said, " I will beg leave once more to 
propose to you» as a toast, the person who is the most interested in the mea^- 
Hue we have met this day to promote— 

k** the Kiof , and the principles which seated his Family on the Throne*' — with three 
, faati^Tet,-^Inces9ant plaudits,) 

After a short interval Sir Francb Burdett stood up again and said, "The 

'; next toast I propose to vou is that of those persons most nearly, interested in the 

[ redress of the unconstitutional corruptions of the country, I mean ** the Peo* 

, pie."*— (Aravo / land acclamations.)— - The toast was called for and drunk with 

three times three standing. 

The next toast giveii wai-* 

** The progress of public opinioo/* 

Sir Francis Burdett ag^ standing forth, addressed the company as follows : 
" Gentlemen, having had the honour on this occasion of being called to the 
' Chair, it btcomes my duty to open to this numerous and respectable assembly 
; of people the busmess of the day. Gentlemerf, it is a measure of the first im- 
portance in every point pf view — it is a measure of the greatest magnitude, 
which we have met this day purposely to attem;)t to promote. If there is any 
thibg which can be offered to the attention and is most worthy of observation 
) of the enlightened assembly I have the honour of addressing, it is a measure of 
luch importance, as the one upon which I am addressing you, both as it con- 
cerns the security of the Throne, and the happiness and the liberties of the Peo- 
ple. — {Laud Applmut)'^Thfi measure of Reform in Parliament, is in itself 
now become so familiar to the. enlightened part of the community, that I should 
think I was unnecessarily takhig up the time of this meeting, which has honour- 
ed me by placing me in the chair on this occasion, if I attempted to make the 
t[uestien plainer than it must appear to their own minds^ or force a conviction 
of that, which their attendance here tliis day proves tHey are amply and fully 
convinced of . {Plaudits.) And, Gentlemen, if I fed any difficulty upon this 
great and important subject of Parliamentary Reform, it is that sort of difficul- 
ty which one never faib to feel, when we are put as it were to make that evident 
by reasoning, which must appear evident to every man at ifirst sight, as'a first 
principle. It is as evidently true, as that day is day, and night is night, and 
It is unnecessary to attempt to prove the proposition. It is equally evident, 
i^r nothing can be clearer, tlian that if you have not the appointmeut of 
those who look and watch over ^our interests, those interests will be very little 
likely to meet with due attention. If you have not those to lodk after your 
interest, who have an interest in attending to it, or rather who have an 0))po- 
fite interest, it is clear that you niustsulier. {Applauses.) Yet, notwithstand- 
ing the clearness of this case, it has frequently surprised me to hear persons 
express a difficulty in making up tlieir ininds upon the subject, and the more 
particularly as some of those persons were generally well informed, and act- 
ing in tlie conduct of their private affairs in such a way as to shew t|iat even 
the principle of their practice applied to the question now under our con- 
sideration, and they could not fail to be right. 1 am cunvinced that none of 
the$e persons would he willing to commit the management of their 
property to any other stewards, than those selected by their own judg- 
ment. I should ask. Low would they ieel, it\ stewards, appointed by 
others, were imposed upon them. If the stewards who had been appointed 
of any particular district weie to assume the right of appointing an agent for the 
superiiitendance and management oi' any private gentlemen's property, ia!»tead 
of leaving that appointment to himself, how would that gentleman think of that 
matter*— would he not consider it as an act of gvos?: ;iiTo^Mic<i 'axA \k\>^^<».*\ 



KoMv if such wonld be, and rery naturally, the consideratiun of an individual, 
how are the people to feel when they find that the persons who are to direct their 
concerns and to dispose of their property, are such as are quite beyond the 
sphere of their influence, such in fact as have no disposition to consult their in- 
terests or wishes, while they are enabled entirely to bear down the few stewards 
of popolar selection who are permitted to interpose ? This is the sinq>le question 
for consideration, whether you will be reconciled to a system in which the great 
majority of those who have the uncontrouled disposition of your liberty and pro- 
perty, contemn your wishes and disregard your interests, and where but a vtxf 
f mail part indeed are in any degree influenced by your opmion. — ^This matter 
has been so amply, simply, and ably staled to the public, m fhe'year 1793, bj( 
the society called * * Tiie Friends of the People,^ .thatit is unnecessary for me to 
take up your time by going into any detail upon the subject. It appears by the 
petition which was presented at that time, that oueJbiuodred and fifty-ioiir in- 
dividuals returned a. majority to the House of Commons** Tftat fact alone 
would siiffice to convince any reasoning man, that too mticb of the teDresentatiMi 
was engrossed by the power of a few to jnstify the hope that the Honse of 
Commons A\'as likely to fulfil the origuial object of its institution.' This was 
indeed very early in life the impression on my inind, «nd sach. I am persuaded* 
was your general impression, even at a. time the Petition I aJlude to was laid 
before the Housie — but yet the object of fiiat petition was not obtained, because 
many then differed from us, who, from the events which have sii^ce occurred* 
from the disclosures which have been made* jrom the result of experience' and 
observation, have been since brought to agree with iis. ^c advocates of Re- 
form failed in 1793, in consequence ef the mistaken notions which their enemies 
industriously propagated, in consequence of delusion and ill-founded alarm. But 
these delusions have been* dbsipated, and the eyes of the people have been 
completely'opened, principally through the discoveries brought to light by the 
spirit and ability of an individual, who thb day honours us with his presence. 
•^[This alln^on to Mr, Wairdk produced ecclamatiom$ of applause] — ^The 
undaunted exeftitMis of that Gentleman have tended more completely to open 
the eyes of the public than any thing within my recollection, and they have given 
to hiih that weight in the country to which his merits so richly entitle him. 
' Neither number nof exanyle wrought w.ith that Gentleman to make his con* 
stant mind swerve from the truth, or refuse to peribnn tljat most arduqus duty 
he had undertaken. No obstacle impeded him, no threat induced him to aban- 
don that duty which he boldly undertook, although he stood alone when he un- 
dertook it. Gentlemen, day after day new discoveries of abuses are made : day after 
day theRcports of Committees aflfbrd fresh evidence of the existence of the most 
shameless corruption. It is by these means the eyes of the public have been 
opened ; it is by these meuiis that thuse ])ersons who were lormeriy alarmed 
have become couviuced that they were mistaken in the ground of their alarm, 
that it was the corruptions of the Government they ought to have been alarmed 
at, and that what they ought to have been alarmed at, was unfortunately that 
which they have always clung to fur support. {Repeated acclamations,) It is me- 
lancholy to take a review of the situation of this country, from any period, how- 
over remote, or however nearly approaching to our times, because every period 
is marked with some encroachments on the rights of the public, some depreda- 
tion on the comfortsof the people, and some attack on their property and free- 
dom — It afibrds us no consolation, even if we go back to the early constitution 
of the country — to the period of that obsolete charter' iUi^TUi Charta, which 
used to be mentioned with respect, but now is never heard of at all, or if we go 
back only to ' ' I'he Petition of Rights," a declaratory act developing the priu- 
^yj^Jes coiitdlncd in Magca Chaita; wlilch aiito only contained a dcvelopehient 
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of the principles that bad existed from times immemorial: or» if you go to \h6 

period 4>f the Revolution — ^if we read ^e Bill of Rights,^ the Act of Settlement, 

orany of 4ie conditions that placed the present family on the Throne, or any 

of the stipulations for the security of the liberty and property of the subject, we 

can only condole without a prospect of relief, except fiom themcasure which we 

hive met this day to promote. {Acclamations cf bravo f bravo I) Gentlemen, 

it was stipulated on belialf of the public, at the time of tl^e accession of King 

William ; it was a stipulation on which he was offered and Accepted the Crown 

ot this kingdom. It was set forth in the Petition of Rights, amongst other things* 

that there should exist none ofthe grievances of which we now complain, and 

vUch have become so interwoven in the system of the admiaktmtion of the 

coantry, that we can hardly mention them as abuses, for we cau hardly have any 

bope, if we contemplate what meu's minds are upon the subject of them, of any 

coosUarable nimiber of peraons attempting their redress. For instance, one of the 

reasons for tiriving King James the Second from the Throne, was for keejMng 

up a standing army. . Undoubtedly after this practice of keeping ,up a standi 

iugarmy has been so fostered iu tliis land, tnoug^ I jhall always contend it 

i§ a mactice niost dangerous to the public, as well as ineffectual tq the defence 

ofthe country ; it has become so interwoven in the administration ofthe Qo- 

fen^ment, that you can hardly mention it as a grievance, notwithstanding it 

was -thought by our iorefiUhers sufikient to justify driving a King from the 

Throue.-^FfAemefi^ mi/iitMe.)-*Tiie violating also the freedom of elections of 

Members to serve in Parliament, was another of those great principles, which 

was stated as the reason for the expulsion of the Stuart fkmily, and yet we now 

have, day after day, produced to the public proofs of this crime, ^proofs of 

the detection of this great constitutionaJ, I should/dhconstitutional crime, by a 



ly the abuse of his official Pu^^ 
empting to justify, or at least 



Minister of the country, and in the worst way, 
tronagc ; and we find the House of Commons at 

to palliate, and excuse, and protect, the crimiiial from- that indignation and 
that punishment which, ought to have awaited him. (Bravol bravo! resound" 
edJromaU parts of tKeroom; the plaudits were long and incessant.) Gen-* 
tlcmen, if any argument was necessary to prove to the country at large 
the alMolute necessity of a Reform in the House of Commons, I should 
tUnk that the circumstance alone, I have just ailudej^ to, would be sufficient 
to impress on the minds of every man its absolute necessity. (Applause.) Gen* 
tiemen, all the evils that we now labour under-— all the dangers which threat^* 
en the country — all the oppressions we witness, are owing to this one cause ; 
Ae detected guilt which I before mentioned, and the perpetual attempts of 
every Mmister to force his tools into the HoOse of Commons, as the substitutes 
for the- real Aepreseafativcs ofthe People, ^Repeated sh<mts_ of approbation.) 
There were ■ some persons at the time, who unblushingly maintained, that it 
wonld be very hard indeed to punish an individual in the way they could have ■ 
pimiibed him> whole only offence had been that of having made a mistake. 
iJLdmghUr.) The Noble Lord was certainly represented upon the occasion, as 
an innocent young man, who, unpractised in the affiiirs of the world, had by 
accident heoi made the dupe of an impostor. (JLoud bursts of laughter,) Per* 
bqM this sentiment has arisen from a compassionate feeling, similar to that 
SENRiieriy expressed for the ^te of the inglorious Cliartres, who, after having 
lor many years Hved with impunity in the commission of every crime that 
could disgrace human nature, was, in his old age, condemned to death for a 
mpe* It was said of him, that he who for so long a period escaped when guilty, 
was at last punished for an act which he was unable to commit. For, Gentle- 
menj the ground of defence taken by the friends of Imk^ C'<&s»\.Vr.\^!»s^\^^ 
that ha did not complete the deed of which \ic Y?as ^cc\»^^. \ w;^ >^-iXV 
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bearcl that defence witli indignation ; an indignation wliicit was not lei5* 
coed by my recollection of the fate of Hamlyn, the poor. Corn isli tirnnan, who, 
for an attempt to corrupt the integrity of Mr. Addingtoii, .nns ruiped for ever; 
I state the fact, that the crime of bribery and corruption was complete in the 
No])Ic Lord, as far a? depended on him. That the Noble Lord should meet 
with protection in a House, the character and privileges of which were.io 
deeply involved by his conduct, merits Icrriis of reprobation which it would not 
be prudent or fit for me to u<c in this Assembly. By liicir proceedings, the 
House of Commons entangled titeraselves hi this absurd predicament. On tbetr 
Journals is a Resolution of the year 1779$ that any such attempt to influence 
the election of Members of Partiament, was to stnke at the dignity, honour, 
nnd iude}>eudence, of the House ; and now tliey have on the same Journals t 
Resolution exculpatory of Lord Castlereagh, because his Lordship only made 
an attempt at such a blow, and failed in the execution of it. Gentlenien, ia 
referring to the old constitutional laws, to which, whenever the Constitution is 
meutioncd, I suppose a reference is alwHys intended, we. shall find princqpki 
recorded, for the assertion of which I have frequently been accused, and that 
too by persons whose reading ought to have taught them better, of a love of 
novelty . — We shall find it recorded among other things, though it WjU 
thought, when first I started it, a novel doctdne; not novel as compared with 
any thing to be found in the Greek and Roman history, but novel in the histoit 
of this countiy— I mean that grand provision in the Act of Settlement, " that no 
person holdini^an office or employment under the CroWn, shall sit or vote inths 
Commons House of Parliament." — You knpw how that provision has been com- 
plied with. It is also enacted, that this country shall never engage in war for 
the support of his Majesty's German dominions. You know how that enacts 
ipent has been enforced ; the war we are now ei^gaged in has been continued 
principally with a view of saving those possessions; and his Majesty's late Mi- 
nisters had even made the recovery of them a sine qua nonof peace. In oo^ 
word, if 3'on will take the trouble to trace the progress of tlie Borough-mon- 
geriug Faction— for I will not dignify it with the name of the Government of the 
countryr-you will find that they have wrought all those evib whidi our forth' 
therssbed their blood to protect us from the recurrence of; you will find they 
have produced ail thoce evils they thought they had protected their pes* 
terity against— you will find them all brought back by the act of that 
body of (lersons, who by the Constitution are supposed to be the guardians and 
protectors of the people against those abuses. And are people to be told that 
those encroachments on the public liberty, which our forefathers had too much 
freedom to suffer even from the King upon the Throne, have been brought 
back by those Borough'^mongers, who have destroyed the liberties of their 
country, who have done so by the commission of that traitorous act, which is 
deprecated in the Sacred Book Ave all respect, — I mean the Bible, — the act of 
** seething the kid in the mother*8 m|lk," — who have been destroying the libe^ 
ties of the country, by that which should have preserved them; — ^who have been 
converting the principle of life into, a principle of destruction? This was the 
most dangerous act they could have committed. It was the worst of all poisons 
to be infused, for it was a poison of tlie remedies provided for our cure. Un- 
der this system we have experienced nothing but oppressions and vexations. 
Vexations, indeed, is too light a term to express the sufferings our conntrymen 
have endured in support ojf this unnatural and unconstitutional aystem. We 
cannot forget, or at least I cannot forget, the long, cruel, and utyust, impri- 
sonments which have been endured by many innocent and oppressed indivi- 
duals. J cannot forget those years, lately past, which marked the career of 
i/je Government of tbh country with every teature, every trait, of the Govern* 



i of those countries We have considered as bending under the strongest iron 
of despotic power. (Applauses.) When I reflect on the suileriiigs of 
innocent men —what severe calamities they iiave endured — when I review 
ta covered with exiles, and the country with blood, it is impossible that I 
igard without horror tlusBorough-mongering Faction. Can you think that 
ik- too ;itroDgly when you look to Ireland! (Loud applauses.) Ami 
iog loo strongly when you look at home — when you find that the sufferers 
B referred to, even after years of iniprisonment, liberated without a triaU 
en definite accusation — when you consider that, histead of haviiii; been 
of any violation of the law, those were its violators who caused their suf- 
sl This indeed was confessed by the violators themselves afterwards, 
, to avert the vengeance of tl»e laws tliey had outraged, and to deprive of 
Ircss the individuals they had persecuted, they procured a Bill of ludem- 
rhich the Borough-mongering Parliament granted to its tools. Thus were 
•pprcssive Ministers shielded from the consequences of abused power ; 
lus did those Minbters pronounce judgment on their own conduct, by 
ling to the House of Comn^ons, to tl|e Representatives of the People, to 
hem froni the punishment that ought lo have awaited their ille;;ai acts* 
ause.) Notwithstanding .this experience, and the lessons it must have 
t, I should not wonder if we are now at the conijueucement of a similar 
[should not wonder if an attempt similar to that in 1794 should be made^ 
the same pretence of alann—aad that they should carry into eftect mea-. 
jf a similar description, to prevent our prosecuting fliis our object, which 
niiar object, and the only one I solemnly believe these persecuted persons 
ad in view; but I trust it will not agahi be so easy to blind the e»cs of tiic 
ry. To have been duped and fooled once in an age, willbesuthciciit lor 
ost credulous. 1 trust, if that miserable and weak measure is again at- 
ed, it will be met with a iirmnest', moderalion, good ,^ense, and resolu- 
which will counteract the machinations of those who shall make the at- 
, and, at the same time, obtain for us that object, without which nothing 
in this country that can deserve the name of freedom. (Applauses.) I 
ideed, perfectly convinced that the measure for which we look is not less 
ialto the dignity and interest of the King, than it is necessary to the free- 
aod happiness of the People. For at present his Majesty is obliged lo 
1 his Ministers fro?n among the Borough-mongering Faction, fie cannot, 
:, carry on his fair share of the Government, of which no one would wish 
Nrive him, but uuder the overawing contnml.of this mischievous party* 
ord, it so happens, that this Borough-mongering Faction under the pre- 
>f the King's [)rerogative, oppresses the ))eople, while under the pretence 
gthe Representatives of the people it controuls the King. Therefore, I 
d, that a Parliamentary Reform is necessary for the good, the tranquil- 
le security, and the happine&s, of the King. (Loud. Applause,) Tlie 
the profligate waste of the public expenditure, is an "object that nmst 
irily of late have attracted the attention of all of you — that wasteful and 
^ident expenditure is entirely owing to the same cause from w4ience our 
^ils proceed. It arises entirely from the same principle; and liiave no 
ion in saying, that the King, or tlie tamily of the King, if they \Vanted it, 
have more than they have, if it was not for the depredations of those t 
efore alluded to. What any one man, or one family, can demand, can 
Hi au object to a mighty nation like this. Nay, notwithstanding the un- 
ite dL.-coveries (I use the word unfortunate with a reference to the acti 
i to the detection) in which a Prince of the blood has been so deeply ini- 
i, I have iio hesitulioir in saviuir. that we should even shut our eves to 
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those follies, if on the other side we saw our rights, onr liberties, and 0BTa»: 
stitution, res})ccted. We are not to expect from Princes feelings and 
equal to those of human beings in general, much less superior. — {Exefmmti 
of Bravo! Bravo! Fair! Fair!) — We are willing to grant them indolgenoe; 
but we are only willing to grant it on the security of our liberties and our rigbbt 
(Appiavttes.) I own it is a greiit consolation for me to reflect that the Praice^ 
in whom we have the most interest, has not been liable to the breath of suspi-r 
cion. — {Reiterated acclamations^ I own that it is a matter of great €Ons6latiQi 
to me. It is also a matter of consolation to me to thkik, that if I was toiiieii« 
tion the person whom I should more particularly say was an Englbhinan tlia 
the rest, it would be the Prince to whom I have alluded. {Continued fihuiJ^ 
from all parts of the room,) I should hope il may not be impossible for persons 
in their situations to feci for, and have a common interest in the coinmon c$u% 
of the country ; to be sensible of the necessity of putting an end to sudi com^)- 
tions, which weigh the country to the earth, and of affording t6 the pe^lel^t 
fair share in the Government which tiie laws and tlie constitution tdl them they 
are entitled to, and of promoting their enjoyment of those rights which the kw 
says belong to them. We want nothing new; we desire iio novelties; we wish 
only to l)e put back where we were; we are anxious' to regain Avbat wt htfc 
lost, and to have' security for the future, tliattlie same encroachments shall not 
be made again on the liberties and happiness of the people.— {Brmo! Braml) 
It was not my o])ject, and it never will be my object to endeavour to call the 
Tengcaace of the country on the head of any tinfoitunate detected individual, 
because I know that the fault is in the system. — It is the System with which I 
am at war, it is against the effect of that pernicious system: as I know it .to be 
that, I wish to guard the people. In the House of Couimons too, it was made 
a sort of excuse for Lord Castlereagh, that although he had been found out, it 
was well known that there were few among those who were his judges, who, if 
they decided according to the feelings of their consciences, could without incul- 
pating themselves, give a verdict of guilty. — I firmly believe that, undoubtedly, 
to have been the case; that is the real mischief, that is the real grievance; it is 
tliere we must apply the remedy. We must not be deluded either by the pu- 
nishment of any individual, or even by any of the partial. remedies which all 
Ministers arc willing to endeavour to soften the public feeling by adopting. I 
mean Bills like that lately introduced into Parliament by the Chancellor of th^ 
Exchequer, for the prjsventing of trafficking in places., Can any thing be so truly 
ridiculous? At the very time this Bill is brought in, the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer is covering his colleague, for trafficking in a way the most pornicioiid' 
and unconstitutional; not ^vith his own money — that would be bad enough— 
but by converting; his official patronage into a bribe, for the purpose of polluting 
the representation of the people. {Bursts of Applause.) 1 recollect having 
somewhere read of a Noble Genoese', who was a rich and worthy roan, and 
who, finding that his countrymen were oppressed by severe taxes on the lleces- 
saries of life, and particularly on salt, retired from'the world, and passed hii? 
whole life in frugality and privacy, unmoved by the reproach of nigardliness, ii« 
order that he might accumulate money enough to enable his executors on hiB 
death to purchase these duties and to relieve the people. On his death thi«9 
was accordingly dqnc; but scarcely had it been done when the same in^mou9 
government re-imposed the same severe burthen on the people. Such, Gentle^ 
men, would be the result in England of a |>artial Reformation. We might re- 
lieve the country for a moment; but my firm opinion is, that eventually w^' 
should not be a jot better, but on the contrary worse, as we should be fartlier 
than ever from our wishes. While the system that now prevails continues to 
exist — while the Horough-mongering Faction retain their power, the source of 
a)} cvJh will remain^ and we can look for no effectual relief* We require a 
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] fenuiue hoD«st Govennnenf under the controul of a fair represeiitatiou of tlie 



^ ^ people. ' Without those we cannot exist as a great t'rei^ nation, and tlierefore I 
[^^ say, we must not stop short of a complete Reform. I have heard of persons 
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lately making much use of the words " temjierate reform." I should wisli cor- 
rectly to uaderslatsd what is meant by the phrase. It was repeated in the up- 
per House of Parliament^ arcou)pauied by some reflections upon what was 
^ calkd the cant of modern patriots meaning, I suppose. Gentlemen, sirch as I 
1 hive the honour to address. If this phrase means any thing short of that which 
^[^ 11 the undoubted right of the people, namel}', a fair and full Representation in 
,^Li -the. Commons House of Parliament, it certainly has not. my aj)probaf ion. 
ri* (Affiomcs^ I understand that it wjas Lord Grey, who a few years ago was a 
^^ streuuoui advocate tor Parliamentary Reform, and who, I trust, is still friendly 
jj2^ to it, then added this language : " Gentlemen, it would much better become 
.gj' tlKMe who talk of a rational and temperate Reform (as if there were j>ersons who 
'^ Hisbed for a Reform not rational and temperate!) to apply themselves to another 
»^ <)uarter:. to turn from the people who are burdened to the utmost possibility 
^ of eudurance to those by whom their burdens have been imposed, and to re- 
\^^ peat to tliem lessons of moderation and forbearance. Some time ago, Gentle- 
'3^^ loei), \X was proposed in Parliament, that every labouring man who maintained 
^i lig fiimily without having recourse to parisli alms, should have a badge of dis- 
tjj tiaction. Now I should like to see a badge of infamy on the bosom of every 
3lj loan, who, by political intrigue, and by corrupt practices, betrays tlie best in* 
ii: terests of his country. Such men always have been, and always are, extortijig 
^ alms from every l^bouiiog num in the nation. {Incessant cries of, jUravo.) 
• Among the other striking grievances of which tliis aggrieved nation has to com- 
,■ plain, it is not among the least, and certainly if .1 was to address you nmch Ion- 
.> ger, it would not be among the last— is the introduction of corps of foreigners 
. of various descriptions into this counti-y. I trust it is not for this gallant nation 
to. trust toforeigu mercenaries to defend the laud. {No! no! no! Loud Apr 
plause^ I wbli to see its defence entrusted only to its own people — I wish to 
see it entrusted to the honest farmer — ^to country gentlcinen-^to tradesmen. — 
^ I wish that the inhabitants of towns, and the country m general, had arms m 
their hanjds, for the purpose of resisting the invader— I should like to see that 
sort of force, instead of a miserable, weak, contemptible, defence, such as is 
at best ineffectually obtai^ied by a stauding army. I should wish that we hud 
relied only on ourselves, and on that species of force I have described.— I should 
like to see the sword and the plough in the same hands— no haads better become 
it — all those countries were that system has been adopted, trom the period of 
the ancient Romans down to the present time, have found the bcnetit of it in 
tlie sure protection it has afforded. — We have the misfortune to have thousands 
of foreigners in this country entrusted with arms, while there seems to be a suit 
of jealousy and 2({>prehension of en trusting to the people the means of their own' 
defence. — I hope we have still the same feelings, as were expressed in a former 
time by our forefathers, in a remonstrance to King Charles tiie Firat, when he 
was attempting to introduce, by means of his prerogative, this very grievance 
which has been now introduced by a Borough-mongeriHg Parliament. I re- 
member, tliat amongst the complaints against tliat unfortunate Monarch, was 
the introduction^ of Foreign troops. Our forefatliers had too much spirit to . 
submit to be defended by Foreign mercenaries : they say in their femonstjancc, 
** that they hope it is beneath the heart of every Englishman, that this victo^ 
rions nation. should now stand in need of German soldiers to, defeiMi it.'' I 
ti;nst and hope you still inherit the same feelings, and I trust it will not be very 
l^ns before some attempt is made to relieve the countrv tVouv Vlvt ^x^n-mnr.^ v&, 
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wliicb I complain.' It is quite intolerable to my mind to hear that a GermaQ 
Baron Somebody has the command of an Enolish district— (Shocking !- Shock- 
in<^f SJiocking! resounded from a thousand voices!) — It is truly insulting-^a 
more foolish, shameless, and disgraceful, thin<» than I have words, or any maa 
can have words, in which to represent it. -- When the qxiestion is — " Arras and 
Honour," — a Noble Lord (Cochrane), ray collcajrne, cannot be far distant— 
(7%e whole room rang with a hwst of admiration the momtnt this noble, inirt" 
pid, and victorious. Commander's name was pronounced : it was hng ere the 
plaudits ceased.) — When I look at the Noble Lord near me, I am convinced 
that the spirit of Britons is now as high as at any former period of our history. 
I am so well acquainted with the Noble Lord, that I know he fears nothing ex- , 
cept to hear his own praise. I shall therefore abstain from hurting his feelings, 
by enicriiig upon a topic, which it would give me tl*e highest degree of gratifi- 
cation to express myself upon, as I am sure, by the feelings yon have evinced, 
it would you to listen to me upon such a theme.' I only meant to say that 
we were not so poor in English spirit, courage, and ability, — that this coun- 
try never was hei'etofore so poor in those qualities, as to look to Foreign aid 
for its defence; and that at the present thne. If the military spirit is not higher 
than it is, it is only from the impossibility to exceed what it even has been— that 
it equals it at any period no one will deny. Gentlemen, I shall detain you but 
a few minutes longer, but, before I conclude, I must observe On a misappre- 
Lension of what fell from me on a former occasion in Westminster Hall. It 
was misapprehension and mis-statement with respect to what I said concerning 
the gentlemen. of this country, who were engaged in agricultural pursuits.— I 
did say, that I wished most anxiously, as I do wish, to see the Gentlemen of 
England resuming that proud situation in which their good fortune has affi)rdcd 
them the means of placing themselves —that I wished to sec them heading the 
people in defence of the rifjhts of their country. — I said, I was sorry that there 
did appear to be a disposition in many Gentlemen, to induce them to abandon 
the higher interests of their country, and to apply themselves to the manage-^ 
ment of their farms, rather than to the exercise of those great duties, which 
the people have a right to expect from them. — I by no means meant to say* 
that that feeling was Universal or general; for I could point out splendid ex- 
ceptions.— I could point out Gentlemen, whose liberal pursuits of agriculture 
are not more remarkable than the firmness .and steadiness with which they come 
forward in the defence of the rights and liberties of the country.— I could name 
several; but there is one iu particular I must not omit— 1 mean Mr. Coke, of 
Norfolk. ~ {Repeated Plaudits.) I might certainly have selected many iexcep- 
lions to the generality of my remark: the object of my remark- was this— I 
only said, and I still sav, that those pursuits ought not to be paramount, they 
ought only to be secondary ; I only inferred that after a man had done his ut- 
most to maintain his rank and situation, and to acquit himself of the per- 
formance of the duties of a Representative of the people, the indulgence iu 
agricultural pursuits was not only innocent, but laudable, and of the highest 
importance to the public. I shall detain you but a few moments longer; it » 
merely to recapitulate the im[)ortance of the objects proposed by the questions 
we have undertaken; and the attainment of which we anxiously expect to arrive 
at, I hope that the country will feel their importance, as they ought to 
do. I hope the ' people will be sensible, that they present the only 
means of salvation, and the only hope of averting those mischiefB which 
have resulted from the measure now proposed, not haning beeu re- 
gftrted to before. It is a measure which seeks only toobtain.for tlie peo()l<i 
wf/at the hw skys, hm of right immemorial belonged- to them. GentiemeB, 
ofi the success of the presQut important question lV\e cownU^ reposes us ui^ 
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its sole Iiopc of salvation. I ask ^nly that which I am entitled to 
ask by the law and the Constitution. Tis our birthright ; 'tis our hiberitance; 
'tis tfae inheritance of inheritances ; fqr without it we are nothing. I propose iiu 
uew-fangled doctrines. I contend for tliat alone for which our ancestors laid 
down their lives, and I trust. Gentlemen, that we shall not be so !»ase and mean^ 
when our lives are unendangered, to abandon that for which tiieir blood was 
shed, I ask no more in behalf of the people of England, than what a dutiful 
and loyal people may ask, and what it is fit foif a just, upright, and beneficent 
King to grant. Gentlemen, I give you — 

** A speedy Reform in the Representation of the People." 

This toast was drunk with three times three; and the applause at tlic close 
of the Hon. Baronet's sneech continued for several minutes. 

Major CartwRIGHt rose, and stated, that he had variouR Resolutions 
to propose, in order to carry into effect the real object of the Meeting. 1« 
doing so, he Would trouble them with no observations, but leave the ttesolu- 
tions to speak for themselves. Pie should only observe, that they were the 
children «f reason, and not sucli as were a[)plied to our passions, so nmeh as 
to sober sense and »ound judgment. Major Cartwright thien read the Resohr- 
tions one by one, amidst the reiterated acclamations of the crowded au- 
dience. 

Resolved, l. That it is "the grand principle of the C^nstitiition, "tJjat 
the People' shall have a share in the Government, by a just representatioii 
in Parliament. 

2. Tha^ tKe long duration of Parliaments greatly fkcilitates the corruption 
W the mi^mbers, and removes that wholesome check or controul on their con- 
duct, — a frequent recurrence to the opinion of their Constituents.- 

3. That in a Petition, presented to the House of Commons on the 6th of 
May, 1793, it was oflered to be proved at the Bar, " that 154 infliriduals 
(lid, by their own authority, appoint or procure the return of 307 Members 
f^f.that House, (exclusive of those for Scotland,) who were thus enabled to, 
Uecide all (juestions in the name of the whole Peojile of Great Britain." 

4. That this Meeting believes that individual patronage in Boroughs has 
increased smce 1793- that the Representation of Scotland is ex treniely in- 
fluenced and unfree — that there are great detects in that of Ireland— and that 
in the English Boroughs called opkn, the returns are for the most part ob- 
tained, for money; wherefore, upon the whole, it is the opinion of this Meet- 
ing, that a'great majority of the Members of the Comnions House are so re- 
turned, tJiat the nation is not constitutionally represented, while yet it is 
taxed to support an expenditure of seventy millions sterling a year. 

5. That in the Act (commonly called the Act of Settlejnent,) which placed 
the House of Brunswick on the throne of these Realms, it was asserted, and 
recognized as the Constitutional principle, that no person who " has an office 
jT place of profit under the King, or receives a pension from the, crown, shall 
l>e capable of serving as a Member of the House of Commons." 

6. That it appears, by a Report laid on the Table of the House of Com- 
mons in June last« that 78 of its Members are in the regular receipt under the 
Crown of 178,95)4/. a year. 

7. That in 1/8*2, it was declared by Mr. .Pitt in the House of Commons, that 
" seven or eiglit members of that House were sent there by the Nabob of Arcut,' 
ind that a foreign state in enmity to this country might procure a party to act 
for it under the mask and character of Members of xVvdX. V\c\v\&tr 

. 8, That such u state of Represeutatiou is a u^Uow^ ^ue\^xit^* 
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5, That ia every dq)artment of th« State^ into which inquiry has bca 
made, scandalous corruptions and abuses have detected. 

10. That the exclusion of the public voice from all influence in, and the 
consequent corruption of, the Governments of the Continental States, havje 
been the causes of their subjugation. 

Il.Tliat so long as tlie People shall not be fairly represented, corruptioo 
l^ill increase ; our debts and taxes will accumulate ; our resources will be 
dissipated ; the native energy of the People will be depressed ; and (be 
conntry deprived of its best defence against foreign foes. 

12. Tiiat to remedy the great and' glaring evils of which we complain, if 
is not necessary to have recourse to theoretical speculations or dangerooi 
experiments in Government, but to recur to the principles handed down to 
us by the Wisdom and virtue of our forefatheis. 

Id. That the remedy is to be fonnd, ,and to be found only, in a full 
and. fair Representation of the People in the Commons House of Parliament; 
a remedy equally necessary to the safety erf the Throng, and to the happioesfli 
and independence of the Country. 

14. That we therefore recommend to every town, city, and county, to 
take the state ef the Representation into consideration, and urgently, but 
temperately, to apply to Parliament to adopt such measures as shall secure lot 
the Nation the reality and uses of Representation. t 

Mr. M\DocKs.-^-^entIemen, ,1 have the honour to second the Resolntionf 
which Major Cartwright has just read and proposec) to you, and upon which 
I understand it to be your pleasure that they should be put in a collective 
form*, instead of being put separately. Gi^ntlemenv I second these l^esolu*- 
tions^ because I believe in my conscience that they speak the truth, th€f 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth., IJaving pledged myself in roj 
place in the House of Commons,^ to agitate the question of Parliamentary 
Reform, 1 then took the liberty of stating, that no consideration upon earth 
should make me abandon ii.^{Bravo! Iravo!) 1 have the same feeHng now 
as I bad then upon that subject, because. Gentlemen, ever since I had arr 
opportunity of examining this matter, ever since I had an opportunity rf 
looking at the consequences of our system, from the period of its commence- 
ment^ to the present hour, and many evil consequences they are, tam per- 
suaded that they are to be ascribed to the unfair Representation of the Peo- 
ple in Parliament. But, after the most splendid, as well as' the most con-- 
vincing specimen of eloquence I ever heard— I mean the speech which ha* 
been just delivered from the Chair— it would be in vain for me to attempt t^ 
point out to you, by any reasoning, the propriety of the measure which is 
now submitted to your consideration, s^nce 1 agree entirely in all the senti- 
Clients of the Hon. Bart, and therefore there is no necessity for me to endea-» 
vonr to impress on your minds more strongly than has been done already, or 
more strongly than yourselves feel the necessity — the absolute necessity of » 
Parliamentary Reform. The enormous public abuses which have been exposed 
byanHon. Friend of mine (Mr. Wardle), form the strongest of all possible rea* 
sons why an immediate Parliamentary Reform should be adopted ; for I am sure 
you will agree with me, when 1 say, that when Committees are appointed, 
as they have been, year after year, to examine into various abuses, nothing 
is done of essential service to the public towards the removal of those abuses ; 
«nd one of the reasons is obvious, because the person who is now at the head 
of the Government is the greatest reversionist in the kingdom. Gentlemenj 
permit me to congratulate you; as I do most sincerely, on. the revival whicli 
/fes taken place from one end of this kingdom to the other, of those princi< 
p/es^ and tor which revival we are much indebted to xVi^ vxxxalVected good 
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-Knse, to the ability, and to the patriotism of my friend* who thought it ne* 
\ cessary to examine into corruption, and into those abuses which, if a^tlowed 
i to continue, as it now stands recorded upon the Journals of the House of 
' Commons, will sap the yery foundation of our free and happy Constitution* 
—Gentlemen, to speak of my friend Mr. Wardle what I know of him^ 
1 have been witness to his great merits in various department of life in the 
district wherein he resided ; I know he has been Sheriff for three counties, 
daring which he conducted himSelf most honourably in that important office* 
t He has most faithfully filled all the offices of a Magistrate, a Master, and a 
Landed Proprietor. {Applause,) But there is anothef great and striking fea- 
ture in his character, which I wish yon, and which I wish the country to 
know, namely, his moderation, and the meekness of his character; he is at 
the same time the ratipnal and sober promoter of Parliamentary Reform. 
Having thus paid to my friend a tribute so justly due ^o him, I shall now pay 
t similar tribute to another; I mean the Gentleman who has laid before us . 
these Resolutions— Major Cartwright; a gentleman who, from the honesty 
of his principles, and from his perseveranpe in that line of public. conduct, 
is entitled to the respect of the present age, and to the gratitude of posterity. 
This is, and I willventure to say that such will be the case, with respect to 
Major Cartwright (Bravo, Bravo!) — for he has all his life time, now not a 
short one, struggled for a Parliamentary Reform. He has for a great' many 
ffears pursued this object, and I flatter myself that there is now a greater 
prospect of it than we have ever seen before, and I do really hopie that 
•oiiiething will be obtained (It shall, it shall!) As to the necessity of Re* 
form in Parliament, it is unnecessary to dwell upon that point, I did intend 
to make some observations upon that subject, b;it the speech of our Chair- 
. man has rendered that unnecessary ; I can only say, that any one who looks 
gt the present state of the misrepresentation of the people, will see how ab« 
surd it is to endure all the evils of which we have now so much reason to 
<^omplain, without seeking a constitutional remedy of them. I had thid 
niorning made a short abstract of the present state of the representation of 
this country, but, in consequence of the speech of the Chairman, I shall 

Jot state it. {Read, read, read!) I have made a short abstract, and since it 
^your pleasure I should run over the few lines which I have set down, I 
*M| do so. The state of the representation of this country then stands 
thus:.-«there are 26 Burgage Tenures, which are the property of private in- 
dividuals. They return 52 Members. There are 5 1 Boroughs, whose num«- 
w of voters do not exceed 50 each, and they return 100.— There are 25 
^KMighs whose number of voters do not exceed 100. They return 45. 
Jl^ere ara Boroughs, whose ^numbers do not exceed 200. They return 5S 
Mftmberr. liiere are two unfortunate Boroughs at the end of the list, 
■ ^hose voters actually amount to the enormous number of 300, and tfaeyreturn 
*i making 257, which is precisely a majority of the existing Members for 
^^Jgland, and they are returned for 1 1,075 voters! How stood the mattar . 
^hen the state of it was taken on a former occasion^ In 1793, 71 Peers 
*pd the Treasury returned 167 Members. But I have to state an iidditiooa) 
'^rcomstance, which I wish strongly to impress on this Meeting, and whith' 
skews the influence of Government to have increased in the House of Coa- 
nwDs since the year 17P3, when the statement was made by the Friends of 
the People. By this it appears that, bad as things were in 1793, th€y have 
been growing worse and worse every year; for, since the year 1793, there 
iare been created 16 Peers, who have a decided influence over 39 Members 
of the House of Commons ; besides which, there have been six Baronets 
created, who have influence over eleven Members of the House of C<\tsvcstfwiv»> 
96 that, with the Peers and Baronets, there \s vnu xrvWuewc^ on^t'^^'cc^^^'^ ^^ 
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the House of Commons to the numbcl: of. 206. There are of English Peer% 
made in the preseut reign, 14-1 ; and of Irish 59 ; making, in all, 200. Be- 
sides ail this, there are mauy ceunties; all this in addition to the IG7 which 
are returned by Peers of the Treasury, Now let us come to the 3orougi 
h'action, which has been so ably commented upon by our worthy Chairraau; 
the Boroughmongers are 91, and they return in all 139 Members to the 
Holise of Commons, which makes, inall,. 30G; so that upon the whole tht ^^i 
matter stands thus: — ^The English part of the House of Commons is 513 liMtir 
3Uembers, out of which 327 of them are inQuenccd b}' individuals, instead Luljoi 
of being returned by the people, whom they are said to represent^; that M tii 
leaves a balance of 18G, who are wholly unintluenccd Members of Parlia* Cf^oa 
rnent. I shall now call your attention to the result of all this. Take 180 ^ ^ 



independent and uninfluenced Meiubersoutof the Treasury and Borough Fac 
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and therefore to expect to carry any popular question /or the people, against 
that faction, is really out of the question, a mater on which I need not dwell, 
because it has been so ably stated by our worthy Chairman— Tl>ese were 
the consideratious which induced me to rise in my place in the House of Com* 
moas, and to give notice of a proposition, which, I trust, isiiow, more than 
«xer, likely to be attended with success, for a Reform in Parliament; and I 
have the satisfaction of stating to you, that the Resolutions now before us, liftha 
which I have the pleasure of seconding, do appear to me to contain all tbei liires 
leading principles which can render/Reformation in Parliament eflTectual to Woa 
the service, and for the true interests of the people of this Country; and I liicaJ 
will take the liberty of repeating what I have said already, that these H«so- hCc 
Kuions speak the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth. Gtn- likal 
tiemen, there are niany topics on which I could say much, but; I shall ab« litfv 
stain; allow me, however, to congratulate you, and to congratulate the, \^ 
country at large, on the rising spirit which appears among us. 1 did once \ia 
almost despair of any thing hke reformation in thi.f country, and that entirely I io 
from a want of proper spirit in the people ; but I do sj'iy, that from circum- I ^ 
stances which have lately happened, and which need only be alluded to, the I c 
spirit of the people has been roused, and, considering allcircumstances, I I i 
sii}', that from the Revolution down to the present time, there never was ai| 1 ' 
moment so auspicious as the present to the cause of the people — {great ap^ \ 
flauie); — nor was there ever a moment when Reformation was so much I 
wanted as th6 present; for after tlie condition which I have stated to yoa | 
the House of Commons to be in, your own good sense must convince you at 
once, how impossible it is to look with a ray of rational hope for any Re- 
formation taking place in such a system, unless it be demanded by something 
like the unanimous voice of the People. But, Gentlemen* you must expect 
hot only to beopposod, but to be assailed, to be traduced, and vilified by the 
friends of corruption; you must not be deterred by the cry of Jacobimsmi 
trust to your own virtuous motives; rely upon the goodness of yoor cause, 
and I trust that the same magnanimous spirit which now man i Tests '^itself 
among yon, is not only fell here, but will also be felt from the Northefa ex* 
trtjmity of Scotland to the South of the Isle of Wi^iit. and from the Eastero- 
to the Western Coast of this land ; I am persuaded it will do so if you exert 
yourselves^ and will soon communicate to the East and West Indies, and will 
be echq^d back again to us in full applause and firm resolution. — {Applaud,) 
Gentlemen, if any of our enemies should call usi Jacobins, and ttdl us, as they 
will, no doubt, that we want a Rcvolutio7i\n this country — throw back upon 
them this answer — "No, we want not a Revolution, we want a restoration^^ 
a restoration of the true principles of the Constitution, as intended by our an- 
i;vstoi\% i^nd Ji^adcd down to us as our undoubted birth-right,*' Our auce*- 



^ ton expected such of their posterity as'shoald repretent the rest in l^arFtanient, 

^-' to be jealous and %vatchful guardians of the interests of the people^ to watcb 

' the Ministers of the Crown, on whose conduct they were meant to be esita- 

--' blished as a check, and a check also on the prerogative of the Crown ; for, 

- Oentiemen, I do not say there is no such thing as the prerogative of the 

- ^ Crown. 1 know there is, and there ought to he ; but this 1 say, there would 
'' be no safety to the liberties of the people^ if there were such a thing as pre*' 

rogative in the abstract, that is prerogative of the Crown, without a corres- 
•| pooding check in the Houscr of Commons. There always^ has been, in our 
-'-- gOQd tiroes, a check in the House of Commons against the wrong use of that 
;:. pnrregative of the Crown; for, although it be true that the King can 
J- make war and peace, it is equally true, that he can do neither withoXit 
'^ tbe assent of the House of Commons, because that House can withhold 
'. the supplies. Gentlemen, I think this is Constitutional langnage, and I 
'^^ feel that the Crown has an interest in supporting it, for U wants proteetiont 
[^■^ against the Borough Faction as much as the People^ It is a mtfxim well 
'■' understood and readily received by us, " that the King can d6'no v^fong."-^ 
r ^^J ^ Because his Ministers are responsible for whatever is done in his name, 
f.: he doing nothing but by their advice; therefore the Ministers of theKiYig 
■ are responsible lor whatever is done in the King's name; but what is the use 
\ of that responsibility without a watchful House of Commons to subject themi 
> in reality to Jtbai responsibility. Gentlemen, these are the true pri-nciples 
U of our Cunstitution» that Constitution which was devised by the wisdom, vin- 
^ dicated by the virtue, and cemented with the blood mf our gferious ancestorsr'-* 
a Codstitution which the people have a right to claim in its purity ; and I trust 
that these sentiments will be echoed and re-echoed from ontt end of the 
land to the other. I trust the people will otter this sentiment wHb a steady^ 
^ nnifbrm, and firm voice> " We will have the Constitution; the whole Con- 
^ 'stitution, and nothing but the Constitution." At present they have it* not, 
for there are a great many, and some of them very considerable for their 
property, even in land, who do not po.<;sttss the right of election: such is the 
case of all those who hold copyhold land, be it ever so great in amount. Ger.-' 
■ tiemen, it may shock you to reflect that a man may possess inch a stake in 
^ the country as to hold a thousand a year in land for one thousand yearly and 
yet not have a vote for a Member of Parliament to repttseDt tbecouDfty 
in which that land is situated, both of whose Members are the sons or brothert 
of Peers, such as Cumberlandi Cambridge, Gloucestershire, Backs, Rutland, 
&c. So again, if you look at the monied interest of thii country^ a peraon 
ipay be a holder of a part of the National debt, by being a Preprietor in tb« 
^ands, and that to the extent of a million of money, and yet even such a person 
has no vote for a Member to represent him in the House of Comoionf ; and 
thus it is that burthens aae imposed upon the people to an immense extent^ 
by those in whose election they have ho share whatever, and wl^ose doty it 
is to see whether such immense sums of money have, or have not, been wisely 
applied and expended. Gentlemen, these are matters which, although yoa 
Jcnow them, I would have you consider and reflect npop, and for that purpose 
S t is adviseable that you should Md Meetings very often, and in all parts of thir 
kingdom ; for it is by frequent deliberations only, yeu ^an come properly ta 
a recollection of your rights, and it is by a perseverance in anerting, that 
yoa can alone recover ibem. Gentlemen, 1 thank you most koffliHy for 
liearing me so long. I do as«ir^ you, there is. not a man in England whv 
bas more sincere wishes than I have for a perfect Parliamentary Refom» 
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Sir F. Burdett then put the questibn on the Resolutions, which were carried k^ 
tinanimously, with the exception of a single hand held up at the lower part \^ 
of the room. The decision having been announced, the room rang with ac- \ ^ 
claniations for several minutes. The next toast given from the chair, was 

^ *^ The cause for which Hampden bled in the field, and Sidney on the scaffold.*' — With Ihrte 
^iroet three. 

The Chairman then rose and said, I beg leave to. propose a toast, which caa* 
not be ushered in in better company or more appropriately. Igive— - 

■ " Mr* Wardle ; and may w« ever posieis an Advocate with ability to detect and coaraie 
to expose corruption." 

« • 

it was drank with the most tnthusiastic demonstrations of popular applattse^ "> nn 
which continued uninterruptedly for some minutes. -vst 

Mr* W A RULE.-— Gentlemen, the high honour you have conferred upon ^eed 
ine demands my warmest acknowledgements. I am fully sensible of its value; ^ r^ 
It is most gratifying, to my feelings, and it shall never cease to live in my re- ^ ^ 
membrance. If, Gentlemen, in your partiality you have deemed my Parlia- 
mentary conduct to merit so distinguished a reward, I can only say, that I 
I would to God the little I have done for you had been infinitely more. If 
that little entitles me to my country's approval, how extensive are the claims 
of the worthy and patriotic Chairman, to whose advice and to whose assistance 
1 was considerably indebted. From him I daily received instruction, which 1^^^ 
no man was more capable to give — instruction to advance the interests of his >^- 
puntry, and to unfold the corruption by which those interests were prevent- 
ed* Never can I forget the circumstances under which I received his as- 
sistance, proceeding from a sick xopta and an anxious mindv- circumslancet 
.which, in the language of the Poet, make \^^ 

• * Me proud to call the worthy man my frie^," I' 

But, Gentlemen, my individual labours in that cause were but of §hort du- l^e^ 
ratioii. The people of England soon took me by the hand. My trial was 1:^ 
but short : you supported me in my progress, and gave mespiiit to persevere l.f 
in my arduous course. Contrasted with my exertion, review the struggles 1,^ 
made for yeai's in your cause, by my Patriotic Friend (Sir F. Burdett). His, 1^ 
indeed, has been the uphill journey. For years has he been fighting your f ^ 
battles. What imputations hare been thrown upon his motives ! How unme- 
ritedly has his character been assailed ! {Hear, hear!) How has his conduct 
been vilified ! He did not receive such support, though God knows how 
much better he was entitled to it ;— when I say better entitled to it, let me 
bet understood as thinking so from his superior abilities, combined with his 
unremitting' eflbrts in your cause ;' but in sincerity to serve you, I yield 
to no man. {Loud cries qf hrflnjo!) In the cause of my country* I will 
do every thing to the best of my ability, to remove the root of all.thoMi 
evils which filar its prosperity and- undermine its greatness* Every motive 
which should sway an honourable and honest mind, binds me to your scr* 
vice. In a moment of difficulty, with pride I say it,' the creat mass of 
the' people of J^ngland almost unanimously supported me. I^ when con- 
scious of such a weight of obligation, i should ever be so debased as to 
desert their ca'cise, iMOught then to be considered as an outcast of society^ 
unworthy of the slightest confidence, and for ever excluded from the in- 
tercourse of social life. 

* Before I proceed, I beg to communicate to this Meeting an event vvitb 
which 1 was acquainted by a letter put into my hands just before my en* 
trance into this room. This letter is from the IVdrth of England, from the 
great town of Sheffield; and in it there is a oarticular wish expressed » 
that 1 should 'Communicate the contents to this Meeting. The inhabitants 
^that tQirs, after rotior certain Resolutions with respect to myself, have 

. - 



^^^ come to a concludiug Resolution, exp.rc^ve of their determination to pcrse« 
^n vere, until all corruptions are radically (lone away ; and no less than 15,000. 
^ ^j persons have affixed their signatures to this Resolution ;-— (A^ar / hearf and 
^\ gnat applause) — and I this day learn that the inhabitants of Paisley^ iaScbt- 
^^. land, have also agreed to Resolutions breathing a similar spirit, apd signed by 
r persons. {Hear! hear!) Thus circumstanced, and thus treated by my 4000 
^ cazf coontry,it is impossible that I should waver from any inclination to forsake mv 

I duty. If ever I should appear to waver in my conduct, I do hope that you will . 
onnfl bring me to an account before my country, and call upon me to answer for 

I the supposed dereliction. But it is necessary for me to explain myself to . 
laof^ yoa, misrepresented and viliBcd as I liave been in some of the Pu'blic Prints. 
I I have been charged with cumplimentiug thu present servants of the Crown. 
upA!^ Indeed, the charge has been repeated since my motion of Friday last, one , 
'aliKJ with reference to the accounts of the War Office — a motion which charged 
iyre< them with every thing but doing their duty. But my attack was not person- 
ariii alj— the evil exists in the system. I will never saddle the present IVlinisters 
that! but with their own sins; and I do most unreservedly at^surc 3'ou that I , 
*• I think those of the last Administration fully number those of the present.— 
laiiKj As it was your kindness that raised me to the proud eminence ou which 1 
•aocfi stand, I am anxious that you should fully know the man upon whom you have 
bic&( conferred such a distinguished favour* 1 belong to no party. {Cries qf hear! 
hh' hear!) I have no predilection for either faction. 1 assert, that until the sys- 
enr- tem— aye, the whole system— be changed, it matters not to the people of 
^. England who is the Minister {AppUusi). ' I say now what, on Friday^ I said 
cet in the House of Commons, that it was not my object to remove th^ preient 
Ministers, but to effect a change in the system ; that against the system of , 
^ corruption I would wage eternal war, and that 1 should do so from the hope 
,^ l^ that, eventually, a system would be established that would admit of honest 
men servingyou on henestand avowed principles {Hear! hear ! great appiause8)m 
^ \Ve have been told by his Majesty's Ministers, within the walls of the House 
^ of Comnians, that if we wanted purity of character, we were to look for it ' 
in men high in office ; {a laugh) and at the same time I heard those who were 
V lately Ministers cheer the idea, as much as to say, " We were all Ri^ht Ho* . 
nourable Men !" {Loud cheering,) Although I do respect many individuals 
in that House, and am proud of their friendship and support, and many whA> 
have seen their errors, but are now ready to do you a service^ 1 have not 
the most distant predilection either for the one side or the other. We are now 
told of dangers likely to proceed from agitating the great measure of Reform. 
"Where these dangers coujd operate, 1 never could find out, unless against 
those most interested in raising the cr3\ It is indeed natural that pensioner^ 
and holders of; sinecures should feel apprehension at a Reform, which would 
release a sufTering people from a portion of their oppressive grievances. In 
the same quarter, a doctrine, tu which I can never assent, has been maintained^ 
that pensions and sinecures, and other grai^ts of the public moneys are as sa* 
cred in their tenure as freehold property. {Hear! hear!) If freeholds had been 
sacred, these sinecures and pensions could not have existed to such an extent; 
the freeholder has been deprived of bis property to establish the pensionei*. 
Why, then, is the property of the pensioner alone sacred ? There is another 
description of persons who anticipated dangers in the event of a reform. I 
mean Commissioners of Taxes, and the other creatures of the system, daily 
employed in tearing from the people almost the last shilling. Their fears are 
also natural, because they well know that by the operation of Reform, the 
taxes would be reduced in such a ratio as would allow the nation to disbur- 
then itself of such an incumbrance. You are all donbtless aware, that within 
a short time, a great body of the inhabitants, not only \ci \.^v&^'\x.n >a^aX>\)LX^'^5^'»^ 
out the countr/, have joined the standard oi B.^lotm\ ^Ht».wafe"«>2>a^^^ 



fennerly called Alanniitt ; but I bare nisoa to know that the public mind 
bitt considerably change^, arul that tboae ttbo-formerly iremMed at the name 
of my wdrthy friend near me, now give him countenance and protection 
(Heflrf htati) ; persons, who at length seeing the ri^ht nay, are now reaJy 
to join you in this constitutional object,— It was the tear of doing nrong tbiic 
prev^nt^ tijem from doing good ; but much is due to the impression that may 
still in 3 tight degrcej from former prejudices, bear upon their minds; this 
will t)e campl.etely_eradicated by (liejnoderation and temper by which 1 a<n 
persuaded ail your proceedfugi wi)! be marked. Friends alike lo thi: King 
and tQ the People, I say, that we see no dagger, because we know that 
there Is none. We'know that the only danger tUai can now arise, would b« 
from de}a/. 

I have lo cangratulale you, that the people of the country now see 
our worthy Chairman in his irue colnurs. Thia great change >ius bcenef- 
fj»:ted, Boi because he -has rh^nged bis principles, not ihat his zeal and 
ardqor in supporting them have diminished. Ko ; he has not changed, but) 
thank pod ! t}ie people of F.nglqnd have. {l/>ud cheering.) — They now 
know how to value his transcemlant merits, for without paying a compliment, 
1 know of few men that in talent or virtue equal him. They now repose 
with confidenct^ nn the purify of his mprivesand the propriety of his mea- 
flares. ■ They feel at lentjth that all his ell'orts were directed to the benefit of 
iitsKinpanil the welt'iire oFtheqtselres. Little remain' for me lo s.iy, but < 
the more t reflect upon occurreiices, the inorc pride I feel in having been 
branded as a Jacobiii. I well rentember that when the Noble and gallant 
J,ord (Cochrane) on tlje right of the phair, complained of severe treat- 
ineiit f.speriencpd by our brave sailors, be whs stigmatizid in that House, 
Where his statement vias constitutionally madi-, as U J-it»bin, and charged 
with an attempt to ^xcite % mutiny in the piavy. He has indeed created a 
Naval Mutiny^hut where has it broke out } The Koble Lord has excited it 
amongst the fleets of the enemy, (toad cries of hiar I hear /) and 1 am well 
persuaded that he will be eijually Mieiiuous and determined in exciting a 
Similar inutiny amongst our doiottstic foes. [Heart heart) If, then, sucb 
men as' he and you, Q^ntlenien, are denuiniiiated Jacobins, proud am y 
ill have my name inserted in ihe liit,~-^[Applawie)—l beg leave to cuncludd; 
bj proposing as aToast-7— 

'f Uay tbe jea] Jacabiniial CoMpiretan b^ deprireil of tbe power of undennlDiDg tbe 
poDtlilulion" — nilb'lb'ree tlmei Ibree. (L*ud jtpplaiut I) 

Mr. Hare TowHtEND..7-The subject of Parliamentary Reform has been 
ft|ready so ably touched by the Gentlenien who have preceded nie, that 
^here IS littje left for me to say on that cjuestion. I, howeyer, beg leave to 
make an observation, whifh springs out of oite that tvas made by Mr. Ma- 
diwks. y^ niBstall be aw^re, that unless properly bac)ced by lh« people, 
^e exfjrtions thaf afe pade will ,be fruitless. I agree with the seniimenlit 
of Mr. M^^QC^si but, ^t the same time, think that not a moment should 
bp lost in the people ^pressing their sentiments. If we are really to procure 
what Ls so es.senli.ll lo the salvatiqn of the country, we must follow up the 
blow, :tiid gi v« blow upon biow, utitil the <tbject is ellected. i think AJr. 
'V^ardk' tliitiurs hiinstlf too much iit thinking that a great part pf the country 
inay not; ffom the mifchin•^ioDs gf va\ enemies, have recourse to the sy«- 
fem of al^rnir in >},tf>w days we may possibly hear of an engagement be. 
. tvreen thf Frot^li nit^'l^Au^trians ; and, if the result should' be disaitroua 
tQ tbe Austrians, yie^i^^ii, be told that the danger of the country requFred 
the suspension i^t L()t'' f^ieas Cdrptfs Act, and even martial law might be 
proclaimed. I um cunviufed that tl)e Friends of Kelbrm have more dangers 
toapprehead than that tientleuian'imaginas; and 1 hope that my words 
f/JJ aiake a. sifOBg: imprkaiaa ou the Mecttng, a,adL tW ant b momeiit 



^iU be lost in having recourse to County Meetings. If the people at Ur(4 
will not second us, the country is gone. We who are in this ro€iiii bavf - 
some stake in the country, and it is rational to suppoae we should wish to 
defend it. They who are the authors of corruption have^ in lact, do sucb . 
Hake: for were this nation to be conquereci, they hate sense enough to 
i[Dow, that their pensions, their places^ and 'their sinecures would still 
be suiFered to exist—- for the same means which produced the loss of the 
country would enable the conqueror to retain it. A foreign enemy might- 
be glad to seize the Revenues oftheChurch* and avail himself of taia estate 
or that estate, but depend upon it not one pension would he touch. 

Nothing but a strong sense of that duty which every man owea to hii 
country, could have brought me forward. My habits have beea those 
of kandiiufr aJieep and bullocks \ and, when I am conscious of having per* 
formed uiy duty, I prefer that course of life which 1 have adopted. Gen- 
tlemen, I am speakinii^ niy real sentiments; and 1 don't care sixpence what 
you think of me. (Loud Applauses,) 1 tell you plain facts. Th^ danger 
ii great; and if you do not second our exertions^ I shall hare a very bad 
opinion of you. 1 think po time should be lost in calling a Meeting of the 
I'reeholders of the county of Middlesex, which has heretofore taken the 
lead ; and at times acted a very conspicuous part in favour of liberty. Our 
efibrts will, however^ doubtless in some degree, be damped by the arts 
of those who wish to ruin us. 1 wish that that county may take the lead ; 
and although we have not the honour of claiming Sir Francis Burdett as 
as our Representative, he is a Freeholder of that county, and I am sure it 
will be the same thing to him, whether he comes forward as a Freeholder^ 
or as your Representative, for we all know that he has nothing more at hearP 
than his couniry's good'-^{Loud Applause.)'—! propese, before we quit the 
room, to fix on a day for that Meeting, choose a Committee, s^nd appoint 
Sir Francis Burdett one of that Committee. Whatever Uesolutions he ma/ 
assist in framing, will be sure to be constitutional — {they have always been so,) 
and'such as may with propriety be adopted by every county atid Upwn in 
the kingdom — [every where). — Gentlemen, we have not a moment to lose; for 
without a Reform in Parliament, the country is gone : and in fagi it does 
not greatly signify, if the country is ruined, whether it is by external causey 
or by the Minister of the day — for this U no lonser Britain* What^has 
made this country superior to the rest of the world but its Constitution ? 
But unless there be a Reform, it must fall, as all other constitutions have 
fallen, before corruption. I shall now propose the health of 

**The gallant Castigator of our Foreign Foes, Lord Cocbraitei and maylM aseet 
** vvUh rqual success and greater ifup|^ort wben hejoiu the Patrioti^BiiBd againtt oar Oor 
*' mcstic Enemies," 

Loud Cochranf. rose, and it was several minutes before the plaudits of 
the company ceased.— Gentlemen, if every individual in this respectably 
Meeting could place himself in my situation, it would be unnecessary for me 
to say, that I cannot express my feelings of the honour you have conferred 
upon me. I retui^n you all my hearty thanks. The opinion you have ex-. 
pressed respecting Parliamentary Reform, supported as it is, cannot fail ta 
have its full eli'ect ; and 1 tr^8t that the day is not far distant when that mea* 
sure must be brought about. | am happy to see, in so numerous a Meetingy 
that temper an<l moderation with which your proceedings have been marked ; 
and 1 trust, that by respectfully petitiouing the Sovereign^ the voice of the 
nation will be attended to.—- 1 say petitioning the Sovereign, for from any 
other means of application 1 do not entertain any sanguine hope of success. 
1 shall not, after the speeches you have heard, detain you by obtruding 
my opinions. You have ail formed your own notions, which. L b<&U««^M^ 
be just;* and I trust those opinions, and youx ^^tvQ>i% ^^kwck^^,"'^^'^ 



filloWed by the whole ' kingdom. A great injury has been sustained by 
this coontry from persons in high official situations being in the House of 
Commons, which! have not heard mentioned by any of the Gentlemen who 
have-sfioken before me. There is, in consequence of their being in that 
HousfB, a Vieglect of public business, and in the execution of their official 
duties, which- when 1 have been at a great distance from England, 1 hare 
myaelf, unfortunately, had great reason to regret. At this awful moment, 
inpbetlthe who4e of Europe, nay* when even Britain itselFmay be on the 
irery vei^e of niin> this is a most serious consideration, hut I hope that 
the time wi4i ceme when the House of Commons shall send for the Members 
•of th& Government to inquire into the affairs of the nation ; and when Mi- 
tnsterb shali no longer be occupied the whole of the day thinking of what they 
are to cavt^ about during the night, I beg leave to express my opinion, that 
the ooly efficient course that can be pursued is, to prefer a Petition to his 
]Maje8ty— -to a king who, in his first speech from the Throne, said, that 
with pride he declared himself to have been born and bred a Briton-— how . 
gratifying mu«t it be to have an opportunity of closing his life by gratifying 
the^ ^wishes of his people!! ['^Thunders of Applause,) — Lord Cochrane 
tbeb gave— ' 

''^'fbe Electors of Westminster} ^pA i9ay the splendour of their example aDimate the- 
Covatry to imitatioiv.'*! 

Wm. Smith, Esa," (Mlfmber for Norwich).— If 1 could presume, Gentle- 
men, toctarm one hundredth part of the attention you have paid the Noble 
liird ^'ho has Just sat down, or Cobid assume to myself services like those 
which he has performed to his couQtry, I should then think myself ill-treated 
if 1 met with interruption. I am happy in rising after him, only in the 
opportutlity it affbvds me of paying my share of that tribute v('hich I think 
hrs coQiitry doc^s* indeed owe' to him^ for his most resplendant services (ap^ 
/>/flttse)-^ervicear which are not only great in the line of that profession, which . 
with sbinuch hoaorto himself and benefit to his country he has adoptt^d, 
but because he has given us on the present occasion, as well as on former 
ones^ reason to believe that he will prove equally serviceable in another 
line. - The only pretence on which I offer myself to you« is indeed of a dif- 
fefrent nature. 1 have been for more than thirty years of my life a most 
indefatigable supporter of Reform in Parliament ; and was a Member, until 
it ceased to exist, of the original Society^ which was constituted for the 
purpose of promoting that object, but which Society has so long ceased to 
exist, that its name is almost forgotten — I mean the Society for Constitutional 
Information ^— out of that, after it had ceased to exist, rose the Society of 
the Friends of the People, a name not improperly chosen, and not unfitly . 
supported by those Who took it on themselves — but, standing as I now do, 
at the commencement of a third campaign, after two former ones, which, 
have lasted almost as long asthe siege of Troy, I cannot help at the present 
momei^t taking at line somewhat different from that which has been pursued 
by my Honourable Friends; and however unfortunate it may be for myself, 
I cannot help saying a few. words which may throw some damp upon the 
apirits of the present Meeting. Although to throw a damp on your exertions 
is the farthest from my purpose, I cannot help being of opinion that those 
who undertake any task under an idea of its being easy, if they UnfortuHately 
find it diffi,cult, will be too apt to relax in their efforts (Nof No !) 1 wilt not 
detain this numerous and respectable Meeting longer than just to deliver 
my sentiments on a subject so interesting as the objects of the present 
Meeting. 

When I recollect that about the year 1778, I first commenced this career^ 

and aaiotigst the parties with whotn 1 first commenced this career was 

J^IaJor Cartwright, who has broaght forward the B,cso\v\X\o^a, a> tiv^^otviY of 
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the present Meeting could not then have been in existence f and wherri 
recoUebl that we are scarcely nearer now than we were at that time to th% 
objects oCthe present Meeting, 1 own my heart miflgires ine. For this I 
bttg leave to give my reasons, and for no other purpose than out of them t<^ 
raise those arguments which may induce the present Meetiiig, and their 
posterity, if n^essary, to persevere in obtaining the object whtch we bar^ 
in view. When that first Society, from circumstances very sinister to the 
welfare of these kingdoms, had been dissolved, out of its ashes arose that 
of the Friends of the Peoplci which laboured in their cause to the utmost of 
its abilities, and with the most fervent zeal. That Society laboured most 
assiduously to obtain thosie objeets,- jtnd laid before Parliament a Petition 
which has been quoted this day, in which all the abuses, although in 8a3nBg 
uU, I believe I am right,«-perhaps I may with more propriety say a majority, 
in which I am sure I am so— prevailing in the represefntation of the Hw^se of 
Commons were detailed with a precision and a force it was utterly impossible 
any, but those who were pre«-determined to resist, to have r.esisted $ — and I 
'Will be bound to say, that^ whenever mylfriend who has already spoken, or 
any other man, may take upon himself to speak to the 'Parliament or the 
People, with a view to convince them of the necessity of Reform, he ought 
to take his steps, if he means to speak with force and effect, from that Peti* 
tion which was presented by the Friends of the People. 

There never was a Counselor a Special Pleader, who drew or maintained 
a case with more force of argument, or with a more correct detail of 
circumstances than are to be found in that Petition : and I only lament, thai 
from the length of time that has elapsed since it was presented, (I believe^ 
seventeen years ago,) it is now so di.fficuU to obtain a copy of a document, ia 
which every individual is materially interested. 1 know that without Par* 
Jiamentary Reform^ there will be no hope, for any long time to come, for the 
Salvation of the British Empire ; and although I do not wish to praise former 
times at the expense of the present, yet [ do not agree with those who think 
the present are the best of times for the British Constitution, for this reason, 
I do believe tfiere never was a time in which the true principles of the Brit- 
ish Confititution were better understood than at the present mpment. But I 
believe also, that the over-weening power, not absolute, but over-weening 
power of the Crown, arising as it does from the extensive receipts and ex- 

Senditure of public money, extending, as it does, to a greater degree than it 
as ever done before, since the Biitish Constitution has ever been thought 
of; these are not the best times of the British Constitution. However, 
thinking that there is no occasion to impress upon your minds the necessity of 
a Parliamentary Reform, I am sorry to impress upon you the diiRculties at<- 
tending the accomplishment of that moftt desirable object. (Di^cu/z/cf— nofi^, 
none, none,) 

Gentlemen, I am perfectly convinced, that in so enlightened an assem- 
bly as this, these difficulties must present themselves to many of its most ai^« 
dent friends, and that the cry o£ None, none, 7U)ne, must arise from a zeal, 
from a laudable zeal ; but I am perfectly satisfied, and I ought to state to 
you that it comes from those who have the Jeast talents, as' well as means of 
knowledge of that subject, and who are now in the same situation as I was 
thirty years ago, ardent friends to Parliamentary Reform, without being 
aware of all the difficulties that stand in the way of its accomplishment. It 
is now thirty years since I entered on this business— long before many who 
now hear me were in existence-— and the points are so numerous on which I 
agree with my Hon. Friends who have preceded me, that when I state any 
in which we differ, it is with reluctance ; but on the points oii which I am 
npw about to speak, conceiving that they tend directly l^lVvf^ ^^^^"^^^ 
complishment of your object, I am wre thaltiQ ui'a^Tii n*\x^\% XL««a«oo^^'i 
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ftirotts of accomplishing his object, will refuse ine a patient bearing.— (5/- 
lene9,) , 

Gentlemen; I b^g leave to call your attention to the opposition yon are mu 
to experience in the pursuit of thi« most desirable object. You are to be ^ 
opposed not only by the power of Government, and of Borough Electoiv, % 
and of BoroQgh-moogers, but also by the corruption of tvety corf-upt voter in ^r 
thia k\ngi\oiB,'^^{Applausc.) Do not flatter yourselves that alt the roters of sm, 
England are like the Elcictors of Westminster. Do not flatter yourselves, ks 
that whenever a set of them conceive that they possess an exclusive right of ptii 
sending a Representative to Parliament, which right is likely to be trenched 
upon by your Resolutions, you will not find an opposition from them. Be 
sure that wherever you find a Borough more or less corrupt, there you will 
find opposers, and do not flatter yourselves th^t their number is small.-^ 
Gentlemen, it is not from corruption that you are to expect even acquiescence 
to yoor measured Wherever you find corruption in any shape, there yoQ 
areto«xpect, for there you will most assuredly meet, opposition. Nor is 
corruption the only iiource of opposition, for you. are to expect opposition 
from prejudice also. There is a large body in this kingdom of very honest \^ 
men who think difll^rently from you and me ; but, I am very far from thinks 
iog,. that eveiy man who thinks diflerently from me, or from you, is a cor- 
rupt man—not necessarily so, although, undoubtedly, there are many cor- 
rupt men who think diflerently from us. But there are many honest men, 
who, trained in the old school of politics, cannot eet rid of their prejudicer. 
From such men, although honest men, you must, fort Represent, expect de* 
termiiied opposition. You ar« to oppose, as the means of overcoming them, 
your 9wn integrity-— not through a detection of their corruption, forthey 
are not corrupt, but through the medium of- yoor own integrity, which may 
convince them, or some of them, of their ertor. To their prejudice, you are 
to oppose a modetation in your language, and your conduct; for it is by 
mildness of language, and moderation of conduct, that prejudices are to be 
overcome ; and give me leave to tell you, with respect to the latter class of 
your opponents^ you leave Death itself in your favour; for those who are 
your chief opponents from prejudice, are so advanced in age, that mo«t of 
them, will, erelong, be mowed down by his scythe; and you should take 
care to indulcate by your precepts, and to recommend by yoor example, the 
virtues of candour, ^mildness, integrity, and benevolence, in the rising gene* 
ration. I have very little more to say, at present, upon this subject, ex* 
cept to caution yon against another enemy whom you have toencounter, and 
from which encounter you haye, in my opinion, more to fear than from all 
the others put together. In what I have to ofl'er to you, J have.no object of 
my own to serve, and therefore I am the more embolaened to ask your atten- 
tion. I say, because I know, full well, that you have another enemy to con« 
tend m'lth, who is more powerful than all the rest pdt together; — I meai| 
'' the apathy of your countrymen." Gentlemen, to my perfect and entire 
knowledge, a Gentleman whose name stands upon the list of your stewards 
on the present day, and who is prevented by accident, not distance, front 
being here to-day, I mean Mr. Fawkes, the ifLie Member for Yorkshire, it 
not of opinion that the. county of York is ready tof/dlow your example, or to 
second the county of Middlesex in endeavouring, at the present time, to ob« 
tain a Reform in Parliaineot. I know another perfectly respectable man, 
whose name, when mentioned, cheers the hearts of all good men attached to 
reform; 1 mean the Rev. Mr. Wyville, who has the same feelings, and that« 
arising from the' same conviction, as Mr. Fawkes. No circumstance pre^ 
vents him from coming forward to support this great national object, but ati,. ,, 
MpprebeuMion that /iie people of this country are:'not suffietentlj |>repaaN^^tbi^^i 
M^ fiow,. Qeatlemnn,^ a festence mor«i' Mid- 1 ibattta^\e iaM^- Coiml^t ' - 



It your cViCmies by these Weapons^ and apply them thus :-wTo corruption in 
your^oppooenu, oppescyour.own integrity. [Applause.) To prejudice, opi 
4M)se patience^ mildness, moderation, and benevolence. To ignorance oopose 
Siligent instruction. To apathy, oppose zeal and activity, {Applause) 
But, above all, I conjure you to fortify yourselves with patience. If you 
apprehend that such a mighty measure as this, is to be carried by acclama- 
tion, you will iind yourselves greatly mistaken. Your few short-lived ef- 
forts will produce nothing ; but if you persevere^ and arm yourselves With 
patience, that virtue will not fdil to carry you to ultimate success and 
triumph. {Great Applause.) 

Major Cartwright then rosei with a letter in his hand from "Walter Fa wkes, 
Esq. ^of Farnley Ilall in Yorkshire, ope of the late Representatives of 
that County,) and said, I did not very distinctly hear wh'at the lalt Hon* 
Gentleman said respecting Yorkshire; but 1 cannot concur in opinion with 
him on the apathy of the people of that extensive County, and I have in 
my hand a letter from the Gentleman whose name has beeo mentioae^y re- 
lative to this Meeting. 1 have for many years paid particular attention to 
the County of York, under the auspices ef the Rev. Mr. \VyvilIe, with 
whom I have long corresponded. It has been the opinion of Mr, Fawkes, 
that the minds of the people in the County of York' are ndt fully prepared 
for entering on the subject of Parliamentary Reform, and from many other 
Gentlemen I have learnt that such an opinion is entertained of the senti- 
ments of the People of that County ; but with this important explanation, 
that the People of the Countv of York only delay thfe expression of iheir 
sentiments on the subject oflleform, until they see what is the conduct 
and temper of the Reformers in the South ; and I find it to be the opinion 
of n^ny men of talents and information, that provided the Meetings in this 
part of the kingdom shall cast forth the genial generous heat of the tern* 
perate zone which encircles- the English Constitution, the People of York- 
shire will not long be behind -harul in their support; but that, if such Meet- 
ings should send forth the scorching heats of the Revolutionary furnace, of 
Reform, the people of the Mprth would shrink from us. I did assure m.y 
friends, that there was no grdund for any ^Uch apprehensions^ and pledged 
myself that the proceedings of such Meetings would he perfectly temperate 
and moderate, and in no instance suggesting even a ui^h for any thing be- 
yond the Constitution. I have reason to believe, from the correspond ence 
^vhich I maintain with Gentlemen in the County of York, that that County 
will certainly come forward. I will read a few lines from the letter of Mr. 
Fawkes, who is one of the Stewards of this Meeting, from attending which 
he is prevented by a severe indisposition. He then stated, that Mr. 
Fawkes said, " that there is' no man more sincerely convinced of the ne- 
cessity of Reform than myself, nor any man who. will mofe honestly exert 
himself to obtain it. The truth is, that from all the Communications* 1 
have received, 1 am convinced the County of York is only waiting to see 
M'hat you will do. A Requisition has been already signed by several hun- 
dred Freeholders of the County of Middlesex, and as the proceedings at 
that Meeting will be marked with the same temper, moderatiouj and adhe- 
rence to the principles of the Constitution, that have di8ting^ished this 
INIeeting, I have not the smallest doubt that the County of York will come 
forward with the whole weight of its great population and influence, in 
.support of a Reform in Parliament. 

Mr. Waithman.-— I should not have presented myself to this Meetings 
bad it not been for what, I must say, I consider the extraordinary speech 
of the Gentleman who spoke last but one (Mr. W. Smith.) Jo many of his 
observations I heartily concur, "but 1 am most grievoiwW <iv?{M^^w«i\fc^^ '*^. 
iindipg that .he could not give us the \ea&\. feucoMkT^^"?tBi%Ti\. \^ s\."^\ASftx:^' 
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ID the prosecution of our grand objecWParliamentary Reform. I thwiU 
not stand up to contest opinions, did I not conceive that our cause depends 
on unanimity and perseverance; and it is ofify because the speech ofthtt 
Gentleman appears to have a tendency to disunite us, that f now stand op. 
He b2)s told us ^ great deal about the Society of the Friends of the People-^ 
t}l^t there ^ere very able and honourable men iathat Society, I most rea- 
dily allow; but r should be glad to know, whether those times were more: 
prqpttious than these 4n which we now live, for agitating the question of 
JParliamentary Reform ? And if not, I should be glad also to know where 
all his great and Noble Friends now are, who were Members of that Socie- 
ty ? 1 reipeilibcr Mr. Charles Grey and Mr. Tierney standing :ap h 
Ghan^pipns for a Reform iii Parliament; but I have recently observed alio*' 
sion^ Dy the same Mr. Charles Grey, now Lord Grey, in which he seems 
to sneer at Gentlemet) who take a leading part jn the Question of Re^rm, 
and ii^ which he alludes to ^^ the crude notions of modern Reforniers." It 
must l^e in the recollection of pvery one here^ that in the most dangeroa» 
and desperate situation in which this country stood in the year 1797, theie 
Gentlemen, and the great leaders with whom they acted, thought their at. 
tendance in Parliameiit-so c^n^ptetely fruitless, and so absoitue a waste of 
tin^e, that they all at oiice seceded from it in a body ; and on this principle,' 
that no m^asqre in Parliatpent coqld lead to any good, without a Parliament* 
liry Reform. That was considered as the expiring eifbrt of the Party. Ou 
that memorable occasion, when Mr. pox was particularly requested to at- 
tend on the introduction of the Assessed Tax Bill, ^hiclr we all know was 
unsuccessfully opposed, these were the observations which he miade on that 
day in the House of Commons ;<-t^", I caq only declare for ntyseff, notbtDg 
*' shall induce nie to take a share in any Administration aniens the public 
*' opinion shall be greatly altered in favour of radical Reform, not only ol 
<'thisHouae« but of all the system of Government. If the country istolH 
"saved, we must recu^r to the pure principles ol the Constituttoo. If ther< 
*' are anjr bol^ enough tp think that they can procure a peace, and eflec 
"the salvation of the country without s^ Reforn^ in Parliament, iet ther 
f'try; but I will not mal);e a part of any such Administration.'' 

]S[ow^ when Mr. Fox and his friends did at last come into Admioistratiai 
\t ivas imagined that the same disposition existed among the people at lar^^ 
Many bodies it^ this kingdotn addressed his K^^esty, amongst which we* 
fpnqd the Cities of London and Westminster. At th^t time.l wasaccos^z 
of being a party nian, in bringing forward a petition, which same petitic 
I would bring forwarc] again, because in that petition X endeavo'ar^ 
%o do. aws(y all party-prejudicei, and I did express a hope and wii 
th^t by the revision of past errors, abuses might be reformed, and the ha] 
pine^ of the people of England effectually promoted. I greatly lament 1 
say* that l^pwever strongly I was ir^dividually attached to the Members * 
^lat administration, ](saw notoqe of those great professions carried into esc^ 
cution, nor did any pne n\an, in either House^ stand up to give a pled£| 
to carry such measures, as ha<i been proposed before they came into admini 
^tK^tion, into execution. \ conceive the present moment to be the verj 
best period for brin^itig forward tl\e question of Reform ; and this conjnnc 
ture has arisen not from th« effort^ of one partVi but from the abettors o 
corruption theinselves ; for I doubt whether all the arguments, or all the par 
ties, in the House of Commons, would have opened the eyesr of the people 
90 much as administration have themselves done by abetting corruption* 1 
4efy any man, be h^s abilities wj)at they may, to convince us of the total in* 
efficacy of Parliament so conclusively as has. been done by administration: 
t^lerefere, unless I could see a better disposition, t would rather see a weal 
4|i7iy'/^^^cii^ •adi^jnistration t&an one. of greater strength and vigour, Bu 
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have not. the same apprehensions, that are entertarned by that Gentleman^ 
Mr. W. Smith.) The great and fatal, and only rock which we bare to 
^oid, is intemperance in our proceedings, and divisions amongst ourselves* 
'here is nothing so near my heart as that we should conduct ourselves with 
rninessaud boldness; but that we should, at all times, let oar distussions be 
loverned by discretion, which is the concomitant of true greatness. I really 
relieve the former Meetings were designedly vilified for the base purposes of 
Mirsuing the-^(Mr. W. was here ii^terrupted by a dispute, occasioned by the 
Pressure of the crowd at the lower end of the room. - When the noise had 
n some degree subsided, he continued)—-! fear that some persons have in* 
iruded themselves for the intention of a disturbance, to throw discredit on 
he Meeting — {** Reeves^. John Bowles^* from severai voices)-*':^ was cer-i 
ainly practised on some former Occasions ; for, I do not really believe, that 
;hey were vilified by such means for the base purpose of sapportiqg the old 
system, and for which service they were paid by Ministers* (The noise 
increasing, there was a loud cryof^'^urTi them out ") If any such there 
ire sent among us for the purpose of deluding us, or casting an odium on our 
Proceedings, U:t us defeat their machinations by an example of temperate 
forbearance, and teach tbeui that no art or delusive trick can check the 
Progress of the grand principle which we have met to promote— *-Kefoni| 
n Parliament, and in every other department into which corruption and 
abuses have crept. {A thunder of applause for ionu minutes,) — It has already 
^eeti stated, whether in the Public Prints, or where I cannot say (Cobbett)^. 
bat, among all the delinquencies that have been discovered, there is not 
obe found the name of any individual who has been known to.be a friend 
Reform, or who has actually engaged in the prosecution of that object; but 
10 man has, I think, it is. very clearj vilified those true friends of the British 
constitution, except those who have found their account in it by some means 
'c other. When the Constitution was said to be in danger, and that cry 
^us made the pretext for restrictions on the liberty of tne subject, and whea 
ssociations were formed to support, the Government, which was supposed 
^ be in such imminent danger, not one man was found to assist tifitkout r^* 
'^ving payment far his services. And here I cannot hut observe, that I really 
^^ firmly do believe, that, however the great leaders of the party to whom 
^ave alluded may, at times, have spoken on the subject qf Parlifunentary 
'Cform, they only supported* that n^easure, inasmuch as it wie^ an annoyance 
^ the existing Administration* The conduct of those who, once the advo* 
^tes of Reform, afterwards became Ministers, is most e^^tra^rdinary^ for they 
^ve every one, from the moment they got into power, turned their backs on 
^e People. Such, indeed, has be6n the conduct of the pre^nt Adminis- 
^tiou, that even Coventry has gone so iar as to censure them for their con- 
^cttoCol, \VHv6\e^^(Sofn€perspns here called out, *' fyswich.**) I w^ speaks 
^g of Coventry. As to the Resolutions passed at Ipswich, when we look at 
)e circumstances under which they s^re passed, and consider the nature of 
^e representation of that place, they will not appear very surprising* But 
he conduct of Opposition is infii^itely worse than that of Ministers, who have 
>nly acted consistently, and from whom we could look for nothing else than 
tf.hat we have found-— they being the professed loven cffUtces^ Pensions, and 
ieversions* Ministers have always supported these measures ; while others, 
rho have given the same support^ havti not had courage to do it openly : and 
whatever may be said by Lord Grey olf the House of Commons, 1 am still of 
pinion, that there is no difference as to who are inor who are out under the 
resent system. When we look at the disasters which ourarmieshave encoun* 
credou the Continent of Europe-— in Spain and in Portugal-*-wheD v 
ider the successive failure of every plan, and hear a FaTt>|\(&Y9X.^^ 
uiscarria^es to Administration, i would asV^ n?\\^X ««:>*xvv^ wt^"* 






28 

tkei/h'dil been in tlic jtaine situation, they wouKI l^rvedonc any better. Wheii 
we look at their conduct and uianageinent, whilst timy were in power, it 
impossible to draw any such conclusion. What have they proved ? wh 
they have proved that Mr. Fox was at length perfectly conscious, that 
GOOD WAS vo BE DONE. Yot, Strong aa they were in talent^ and large as w 
the proportion of family connections, and iiitluencewhich they held, ind 
pendent of the People, we never saw them at the Whig Club after they gi 
into power; and, strong as they were, they found they vvere not $troD, 
enough, howcvrr pure their intentions might have been— for the roome 
they prepared to attack the old system, that very moment were they over 
turned. Nothin:^, as Mr. Fox said, but a change of sysiom can leave us 
h^pe. That system of dog-worn fortune is worn outy and 

l^ithcr it must quickly end. 

Or turn about and quickly mend. 

M^he fact is, that Colonel Wardle received no support from the leaders of ibel 
party — they began to think that there might be some change-— and we 
Tiiay perhaps live to see, at no very remote period, another Coalition. Froiti 
all these considerations I could have wished that when the Gentleman (Mr. 
William Smith) got up and talked about the Society for " Constitutional In* 
formation," and the "Friends of the People," he would either have made a 
recantation of errors in the name of his party, or that he had laid quiet, or! 
that he had defended his conduct^ or that he would on his own part have ac»! 
knowledged his error. The exertions .of Col. Wardle, whom I do not mean 
to flatter in the slightest degree^ have been most eminently meritorious : .btfti 
had he met with that decent support which he ought to have had in thol 
House of Commons, the country would have been quiet— <for had the House 
c>f Commons supported Col. Wardle on the late Investigation, I very muph 
doubt whether a single body would have come forward- to pass a Vote of I 
Thanks to him. He was thanked, not in consequence of the triumph over 
the Duke of York, but for the oppressive conduct of the Ministry towards 
him, in the performance of his duty, and for their flagitioMs conduct in 
screening delinquencies that have been so clearly proved. (Great Applause.) 

It is very remarkable that these men, whenever they do wrong, aithough 
it is with perfect impunity, they never know whereto stop. These <Borough« j 
mongers, who represent nothing but therawlves and the very few indivi. 
4luals who send them to the House of Commons, if they had had the sense, 
-when they saw this system tumbling about their ears, would have at least 
ifihcwed some solicitude, if it were even bot to preserve appearances, and 
would have passed a vote of censure on Lord Castlereagh ; but they had 
not sense enough even to do this, and fortunate perhaps it is for the bo'untry 
that they had not. Plain and evident a.<; it is. iiow the licpreseiit^ition of 
the Commons of England informed, with all fhr forcible arguments tlrat could 
be adduced from these glaring facts, we should have made no progrc^ with-' 
out the great and powerful auxiliaries that have come to our assistance ; and 
t trust that vvc may form a hope that conitption will at length detmir itseff. 
Whether we meet liere or any where elsi*, let but iirmness, temperance, 
and moderation, mark our proceedings, and i trust that our ultimate sucifss 
can no longer Ite dfrnbtfiiL 

Sir F. liuRDETT gave as a toa^t : 

**Thnt decrepit, bed-ridileri old ^cntlcmaif, whom \v'o have long lost sight of, called 
Magna Ckarta^ n horn ue yet lioi>e to sec again walking abroafl."' 

About half. past ten. Sir Frances Biinletf, Mr. AVardle, Mr. Byng, Mr. 
Madocks, &c. retired; shortly after which the Meeting adjourned, 

J'r/rif.'d ij/ J, //, /fast, Imlrpend-nt Wiviy, ^.^flce^ \S ar»rkrc-.Squar^, ff arKtcAr-Lanr. 
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